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Weekly News-Letter

1. Official Chronicle
Palestinian President officially welcomed to Azerbaijan 

Baku, June 28 (AzerTAc). President of Palestine Mahmoud Abbas has today been given an official welcome to Azerbaijan. A guard of honor was lined up for the Palestinian President at the square decorated with the national flags of the two countries. President Mahmoud Abbas was welcomed by Azerbaijan`s President Ilham Aliyev. The Presidents inspected a ceremonial Guard of Honor as an orchestra played the national anthems of Palestine and Azerbaijan. Azerbaijani state and government officials were introduced to President Mahmoud Abbas, while members of the Palestinian delegation to President Ilham Aliyev. The presidents posed for photographs. 

Azerbaijani, Palestinian presidents meet one-on-one 

Baku, June 28 (AzerTAc). After an official welcoming ceremony, Presidents Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan and Mahmoud Abbas of Palestine have today met in private. They discussed the state and development of Azerbaijan-Palestine bilateral relations, in particular in political and humanitarian fields. 
Palestinian President visits Heydar Aliyev Foundation
Baku, June 29 (AzerTAc). President of Palestine Mahmoud Abbas has today visited the Heydar Aliyev Foundation. The Palestinian President was welcomed by President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and his spouse Mehriban Aliyeva. President Ilham Aliyev and Mrs. Mehriban Aliyeva briefed President Mahmoud Abbas on the activity of the Foundation. The Palestinian leader was told the main goal of the Foundation, established in the memory of the Azerbaijani people`s national leader, is to study and popularize prominent political figure Heydar Aliyev`s rich heritage, give an idea to the future generations and foreign visitors about his large-scale activity to achieve Azerbaijan`s socio-economic, cultural progress, and assist projects promoting the country`s history and culture. The President saw exhibits taken from the archive of the great leader and reflecting his childhood, youth, university years and career, pictures covering the very various moments of his life and giving a comprehensive idea of the whole history of Azerbaijan, photos taken with figures of science, culture and art, leaders of different countries. President Mahmoud Abbas signed the Foundation`s Guest Book. President of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation Mrs. Mehriban Aliyeva presented a keepsake to the Palestinian leader. 

President Ilham Aliyev receives Iranian Speaker 

Baku, July 1 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev received Friday Speaker of the Iran`s Islamic Consultative Assembly Ali Larijani and his accompanying delegation. 
The Head of State said Larijani`s visit to Azerbaijan would be successful and, at the same time, important for development of Azerbaijan-Iran relations. President Ilham Aliyev underscored friendly and fraternal ties between the two peoples. The Azerbaijani leader pointed out Azerbaijan had achieved good results in its economic development, saying concrete projects in the transport and energy sectors had been implemented. He found the need for active cooperation in this direction. The Head of State noted there is the need to expand Iran-Azerbaijan relations. President Aliyev pointed out Iran-Azerbaijan relations are important for strengthening security measures in the region. President Ilham Aliyev said parliamentary relations between the two countries are well developed and reciprocal visits help expand them. Larijani extended Iranian President Ahmedinejad`s greetings to the Head of State. He noted Azerbaijan has developed much since his last visit 14 years ago. According to him, it is a result of the right policy pursued by President Ilham Aliyev. On the Iran-Azerbaijan deeply-rooted historical ties, Larijani highlighted the role of national leader Heydar Aliyev in opening a new chapter in the bilateral relations. The Iranian Speaker noted there are good opportunities for development of Iran-Azerbaijan relationship. 
The Head of State asked Larijani to pass on his greetings to President Mahmoud Ahmedinejad. 

2. Economy&Energy
Azerbaijan, Georgia sign new rail loan agreement

Baku, July 1 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijan and Georgia have today signed a loan agreement under which Georgia will receive another loan as part of the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars Railway Project. 
The document was signed by Azerbaijan’s Transport Minister Ziya Mammadov and Director of Georgia’s Marabda-Kartsahi Railway Company Bidzina Bregadze. The total sum of loan makes $ 575 mln. The loan is granted with annual 5% for 25 years. The money will be transferred to Marabda-Kartsakhi Railways Company. The funds will be spent to restoration of a highway from Tbilisi to Akhalkalak. Azerbaijan has already granted $200 mln within the project and Baku-Tbilisi-Kars Railway line is expected to launch at the end of next year. The final document among Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey on BTK construction was signed on February 8, 2007. Construction work started on November 21, 2007. Construction of a Georgian part of the railway is conducted by Azerinsaatservis. The 76 km-new railway line will stretch from the Georgian border to Kars in Turkey. 
3. Culture

Gabala to host International Music festival 

Baku, July 1 (AzerTAc). The 3rd International Music Festival and International Piano Competition will be held in Gabala, Azerbaijan. The International Piano Competition, which will bring together representatives from more than 30 countries, will be held within the framework of the festival in Gabala on July 15-22, Farhad Badalbeyli, the rector of Baku Music Academy said. The winner will get a chance to perform with the London Royal Symphony Orchestra and receive a total prize $30,000. 

4. Sport

FC Garabagh make successful start to UEFA Europa League

Baku, June 30 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijani football club Garabagh have beaten Lithuanian Banga 4-0 in the first match of the two-legged qualifying round of the UEFA Europa League. Garabagh`s goals came from Rashad Sadigov, Vugar Nadirov (2) and Bakhtiyar Soltanov. The return match will be held in Baku.

Azerbaijan pankration fighters claim five medals in European Championship 

Baku, June 30 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijan`s national pankration team has brought home a clutch of five medals, including one gold from the 3rd European Championship held in Odessa, Ukraine. Vugar Karimov weighing in at 65 kg claimed a gold in pankration division and a silver in combat grappling one. Orkhan Gahramnov at 60 kg (combat grappling), Rustam Rustamli at 70 kg (pankration) and Ehtiram Derishov at 60 kg (foot grappling) secured bronze medals. A meeting of World Pankration and Grappling Committee was held during the championship. The discussions focused on development of pankration and inclusion of this kind of sport into the program of Olympic Games.

Information source: State Telegraph Agency of the Republic of Azerbaijan (www.azertag.com)
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